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that it expressed the views of more than a thousand ministers.
In studiously moderate language it urged that some practices
should be abolished, as the sign of the cross in baptism, or the
ring in marriage, and that others should be left optional, as the
cap and surplice. These demands were debated in the Hampton
Court conference (1604), when James presided over a disputa-
tion between the heads of the church and four puritans* The
arguments of the latter completely failed to convince the king,
who roughly told them that he would make them conform to
existing usage or harry them out of the land. He would have,
he said, 'one doctrine and one discipline, one religion in sxib-
stance and in ceremony.' At the same time his reiterated phrase,
'No bishop, no king*, emphasized his belief in the interdepen-
dence of episcopacy and monarchy.1 The conference had one
good result, however, for a new translation of the Bible was
undertaken. The task was entrusted to some fifty scholars,
divided into six groups, each with its allotted part of the Scrip-
tures. They did not finish their labours until 1611, when there
appeared the King James version, generally styled 'authorized'*
Even though it received no formal authorization beyond the
words on its title-page, 'appointed to be read in churches*, it
soon superseded its former rivals, the Geneva Bible and the
Great Bishops' Bible, and its apt pliraseology, rhythmic beauty,
and generally faithful, if not always literally accurate, rendering
of the original have given it for more than three centuries a
unique position in literature.2
Having decided to deny puritan demands for a revision of the
Prayer Book, the church adopted the other alternative and en-
forced conformity. The constitution to which all ministers must
now subscribe was defined in the canons of 1604, which codified
existing practice and combined whatever was deemed valuable
in previous canons and injunctions with additions designed to
meet the present needs. The new clauses were largely con-
cerned with discipline, and among other requirements demanded
that the minister should acknowledge that each of the Thirty-
nine Articles was agreeable to the Word of God, should wear
a cope and surplice during divine service, and should see that
his congregation received the communion kneeling. The general
enforcement of the new subscription caused the deprivation of
1 Edward Gardwdl, A History of Gotferencu: (1^40), pp, i#8"f)» 'aog.
* For a further discussion of the Authorized Version, se*<? bc*lt>w/p* 404.

